The various theories m regard to the kind or kinds of action which constitute dental caries, probably have more or less of truth in them all. That the process which produces that disintegration of the dental tissues, which is usually called by the name of dental caries is wholly chemical or wholly vital I do not believe. The great number of observations which have been made in regard to the action which acids have in disintegration of the dental tissues, have well established the fact that the destruction of tooth substance is mainly produced by chemical decomposition.
I think that the greater number of the members of the dental profession believe that chemical decomposition is the sole process in the history of dental decay or dental caries.
Formerly vital action had greater consideration in the production of this disease, than it has at the present time; and it is my object in this paper to present a few thoughts in favor of the vital movements which I believe undoubtedly play an important part in the process of dental disintegration, and to give to those vital movements a place in the history of this disease which I believe they deserve.
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